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The Continuation of the Literary Concept of “Human
Literature” and Its Contemporary Evolution:
An Important Practice in Constructing the “Ideal
Human World” in the Novel Snow Mountain and
Great Earth

Yuan Hao

Abstract: The modern concept of “the study of humanity” (renxue) has played an important guiding role in
literary creation since the May Fourth Movement, while the re-narration of the “ideal human” and the “sense of
the human world” in contemporary works exhibits creative tendencies distinctly different from the modern era.
It cannot be denied that the literary concept of “human literature” has undergone concrete transformations in the
course of the times; as an important cornerstone of ideological construction, literary concepts must keep pace
with the times and be adjusted and enriched in the course of development. Taking the contemporary novel Snow
Mountain and Great Earth as an example, this paper attempts to discern the concrete practice in the work of the
contemporary evolution of the concept of “the study of humanity,” providing a reference for the question of the
“contemporary” evolution of literary concepts. At the same time, the work presents the development process and
regional features of the grassland areas since China’s new era, imbued with profound concern for society and life,
responding to the times while also displaying a unique poetic charm.

Keywords: Snow Mountain and Great Earth; the literary concept of “the study of humanity”’; contemporary
evolution; ideal construction; warm realism
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