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The Writing Mechanism of Generational Memory:
On the Creative Writing Practice of Family Novels

Long Qilin

Abstract: The family novel is an enduring literary motif in the history of Chinese and foreign literature, and
a large number of outstanding works have emerged. The elements of the family novel lie in the family network,
family characters, and family daily life; several elements must be present simultaneously to construct a typical
narrative scene of the family novel. From the development history of Chinese and foreign family novels, it can be
seen that there is an intrinsic connection between the evolution of the family novel and social change. Since the
nineteenth century, with the occurrence of the Industrial Revolution and the rise of capitalism, the traditional fam-
ily structure has encountered major challenges, which is particularly vividly manifested in foreign family novels.
In Chinese family novels, family narrative is often linked to national destiny and political change, and the family
becomes an important window for understanding China’s political and social upheavals. In the creative writing of
family novels, attention should be paid to structuring the entire work through blood relations as the bond, to ad-
vancing the plot through intergenerational family conflicts, and to displaying family life in specific spaces, so as
to unearth the secret history of the family.

Keywords: family novel; family elements; novel genealogy; methodology
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