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Between Leaving Home and Returning Home:
The Hometown Experience and Spiritual Belonging
in One Sentence Worth Ten Thousand

Zhang Liikun

Abstract: One Sentence Worth Ten Thousand takes the narrative structure of “leaving home” and “returning
home” to display the arduous course of ordinary people’s search for the self in spiritual terms. In the text,
“leaving home” is metaphorically initiated by the survival pressure, anxiety, loneliness, and estrangement of
the hometown; departing from the hometown becomes the first form of spiritual search, and in this process
it gradually transforms into a search for the tacit understanding and comprehension of “being able to talk
meaningfully” (shuo de zhao). “Returning home,” through former life experience, individual memory, and
intergenerational emotional transmission, allows the spiritual power carried by the hometown to surge into the
present, becoming the driving force for understanding oneself, achieving self-reconciliation, and discerning future
life. Thus, the spiritual belonging embodied in the novel is manifested both in maintaining one’s inner orientation
between “leaving home” and “returning home” and in the mutual understanding of daily life (“being able to talk
meaningfully”). Through the thread of hometown experience, the novel ultimately completes the narration and
understanding of the arduous life of ordinary people.
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