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The Origin of Zhou Zuoren’s Creative Work in the
Early Republic of China:
Centered on Local Self-Government, Gentry Life,
and Local Aesthetics

Feng Yangcao

Abstract: In the early Republic of China, as Zhou Zuoren moved from Shaoxing and the periphery toward
the national center, he took the local as his starting point and made localness the core of his social undertakings,
everyday life, and aesthetic pursuits, displaying a distinct sense of the times and individuality. He devoted himself
to modern local self-government, focusing on education and culture such as social education and children’s
education, and drew on the archaeological excavation of modern folklore studies to reconstruct national culture.
He embraced the leisurely life of traditional gentry, engaging enthusiastically in daily activities such as collecting
curios, sightseeing, dining, and organizing local literature, manifesting a plebeian and scholarly character within
an elite and artistic orientation. He constructed a local aesthetics, focusing on local literati, local historic sites, and
local customs in local literature, and explored alternative genealogies or connections between the refined and the
popular, ancient and modern, providing important prototypes for the origins of new literature and prose creation.
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