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The *“ Evergreen Experience” of Worker-Peasant-
Soldier Writing Instruction and Its Historical
Unfolding

Zhang Baoyuan

Abstract: In the early years of the People’s Republic of China, against the backdrop of “marching toward
culture,” the worker-peasant-soldier writing pedagogy created by Chang Qing—the “rapid writing method”—
took “I write myself ” as its core. By breaking down the “three barriers and ten fears,” it enabled workers,
peasants, and soldiers to transform from “not daring to write” into writing subjects. As a result, it made a major
contribution to military cultural education, was awarded a “special-class merit,” and was promoted from the
military to literacy campaigns nationwide, becoming a model experience in worker-peasant-soldier writing
instruction. The “rapid writing method” had limitations in “improvement,” and Chang Qing subsequently
turned to the “worker-peasant-soldier reading method” to make up for its shortcomings. Taking the Chang Qing
experience as a microcosm to examine worker-peasant-soldier writing education during the “Seventeen Years”
reveals a “dual-track system” in such education, with the “Chang Qing experience” placing greater emphasis
on cultivating a broad range of “cultural activists.” The convening of the National Conference of Young
Amateur Literary Creation Activists in 1965 was the final test and historical unfolding of the achievements of
the “Chang Qing experience.”

Keywords: worker-peasant-soldier writing; Chang Qing; rapid writing pedagogy; “I write myself;”
marching toward culture
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