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The National Crisis Narrative and Utopian
Imagination in Late Qing Fiction:Starting from
Liang Qichao’s The Future of New China

Huang Yong, Wang Yuanyi

Abstract: Under the heavy pressure of national crisis, the late Qing novels The Future of New China, The
New Era, and New China coincidentally concealed the dilemmas of reality and turned toward future utopian
imagination. Through an intertextual analysis, this paper reveals that these three works either leave blanks in their
narratives or distort the reality of crisis, reflecting the anxious and complex mentality of intellectuals in the face of
national calamity. At the same time, in their visions of a “new China,” the novels restore the traditional “worldview
of all under heaven” (tianxia), reconstructing the international order within a framework of Sinocentrism and
cosmopolitanism, though their criteria of judgment have incorporated modern factors such as science and
race. This narrative pattern of “avoiding reality—placing hope in the future—summoning the tianxia” not only
demonstrates the psychological strategies of late Qing literati in responding to crisis but also exposes the inherent
contradictions of their political imagination.

Keywords: national crisis; “worldview of all under heaven” (tianxia); The Future of New China; The New
Era; New China
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