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The “Historicization” of New China’s Writing
Textbooks and Historical Material Criticism:
With a Concurrent Discussion on the Construction of
Chinese Creative Writing Textbooks

Zhang Baoyuan

Abstract: New China’s writing textbooks are a category of historical materials long neglected in the
study of writing history. Elevating textbooks from “disposable” teaching tools to a “method” for examining the
institutional history, teaching history, and social history of the writing discipline is the inherent meaning of their
“historicization.” The historical materials of New China’s writing textbooks can introduce Jin Hongyu’s theory
of “historical material criticism,” proceeding from basic criticism such as compilation of lost texts, bibliography,
editions, and textual research, to penetrating criticism of publication mechanisms, production mechanisms, and
“integration,” and further to metaphysical criticism at the level of the conception of historical materials, thereby
outlining the methodological thread of research on the historical materials of writing textbooks. The current boom
in the construction of Chinese creative writing textbooks must take the historical experience of writing textbook
compilation since the founding of New China as its cornerstone, guard against “survey-thinking,” enable creative
writing textbooks themselves to achieve “creative writing” in a true sense, and lay a historical foundation for
building an autonomous knowledge system of Chinese writing studies.
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construction
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